
I n  o u r  f a l l  i s s u e :

BACK TO HITTING 
THE BOOKS

Today, students leverage technology 

to make the most of their learning. 

Most every course at MSJ is offered 

using an online component, so  

students may access their coursework 

at any time of the day.  Students no 

longer need to carry around a 

backpack full of heavy books. All they 

need is access to the internet.   Our tech

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
ARTS SBAC SCORES 
INCREASE 2% 
For the second year in a row, MSJ 

students have improved their scoring 

on the  California Dept. of Ed.'s Smarter 

Balanced Assessment, which tests 

what students know and are able to 

do.  The SBAC assessment is aligned 

with the rigorous Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS).

department in our district is 

supporting students  that lack internet 

services at home by providing them 

with a Chromebook computer and a 

wi-fi hotspot.  Students are able to 

work from home on the various online 

platforms such as Edgenuity for Math, 

StudySync  for English, the DBQ 

Project for History, and Google 

Classroom for all courses, including 

Science.  Students now can complete 

schoolwork  at their own pace at their 

convenience.

PEER MEDIATORS
In September, over 20 student leaders on campus 

were trained by the Riverside County 

Community Action Partnership to become "Peer 

Mediators."  Mediation is the practice of conflict 

resolution assisted by a neutral third party 

achieved through active listening, compassionate 

understanding, and the exploration of options 

and compromise.  The training students received 

is based on the same practices used to create win- 

win agreements in the courts and during business 

negotiations.  Peer mediators are "on-call" and can 

help students to resolve conflicts before they 

escalate.  
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Off to a great start

Students have started off the new school 
year taking advantage of the various 
alternative options offered at our 
continuation school.  Making progress 
towards earning credits, being involved in 
extracurricular activities, achieving the goal 
of returning to the traditional high school or 
graduating early, are all part of the success 
stories currently being experienced on  
campus.  



COUNSELORS -  
SUPPORTING STUDENT 
SUCCESS
Our two amazing counselors, Ms. 

Lozano and Mrs. Mathis have been 

working very hard to support 

students.  All students meet with their 

counselors to create an academic plan 

based on their individualized goals.  

The plans maps out the courses 

students need to take and how many 

credits they need to earn in order to 

meet their goals.  In addition, the 

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 16th - Q1 Progress Reports Mailed 

Oct. 24th - C.O.D. - Field Trip 

Nov. 10th - Veteran's Day (No School) 

Nov. 18th - 26th - Thanksgiving 

Recess (No School) 

Dec. 8th - Students returning to their 

home schools must have all credits 

and paperwork/permissions  

completed and approved by 

counselors. 

Dec. 15th - Semester One Ends 

Dec. 16th - Jan. 7th - Winter Break

counselors  have spent time with our 

seniors on campus, supporting them 

by providing information on  applying 

for the FAFSA, College Grants, and the 

steps necessary to attend a community 

college or vocational school.  In 

October, the counselors took students

to the "College Voc-Tech Night" at the 

Indio Fairgrounds.  Around 90 

organizations, including community 

colleges, vocational-technical schools, 

military branches, and various 

employers were present to discuss  

after high school options.
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Peer Connectors

Students at MSJ come from the four 
traditional high schools in PSUSD.  
Sometimes, it can be difficult to assimilate 
and find friends in a new school 
environment.  To support students in the 
transitional stage, ASB students have taken 
on the role of "Peer Connectors."  The 
program taps into the power of our student 
leaders' abilities to create a nurturing 
environment for incoming students.

SEE SOMETHING,  SAY SOMETHING!

Incidents can occur at at any time. All 

of us in the PSUSD want our schools to 

be safe learning environments for all 

of our students.  We here at MSJ take 

the security and safety of all of our 

students, parents, and staff members 

very seriously.  We want to remind 

everyone to inform the front office if 

they see, hear, or know something that 

may be a problem.  "See something, Say 

something"  is our way of asking  

everyone to take 

the responsibility of keeping everyone 

safe  very seriously.   We all can play a 

role. by letting a school staff member 

know if  something on campus is 

unsafe or dangerous.   In addition, we 

want to remind everyone that 

bullying and harassment are not 

tolerated in our schools.  Anyone can 

report non -emergency incidents using 

the app "Sprigeo" which is found on 

both the PSUSD and MSJ websites.  


