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It's a Wrap - Semester #1

We know, it's hard to believe that a full one 
half of the school year is now over!  Many 
students have been working very hard to 
earn the credits necessary to return to their 
home high schools, graduate early, and get 
back on the path to graduation.  MSJ 
provides students with a second chance to 
catch up to their peers at the tradition high 
schools and return to the high school of their 
choice at the end of each semester. We 
have over 50 students, both juniors and
seniors, that have taken advantage of the 
options we provide and are now on their 
way.  One student that worked hard to return 
states, " I'm very excited to go back and see 
my old friends, I've missed them."  At the 
same time we have students leaving us, we 
will have a large group joining our school in 
January.  Although some of these students 
may find coming to MSJ a bit challenging, 
many students really enjoy the 
smaller learning environment and ability to 
build relationships with the both the staff and 
principal.

Our wonderful student, Stephanie L. has taken 
full advantage of the opportunities made 
available to her at our school.  Besides being 
the point guard on the basketball team and a 
leader in ASB, she also is our PSUSD Student 
Board Representative. She acts as the voice 
of our student body on campus.  She truly 
appreciates the opportunity to work with the 
adults at the district office.  She states the 
experience, "has really helped to support my
ideas about my future college goals."



COUNSELORS REPORT:  
SUPPORTING ALL 
STUDENTS
Through hard work and dedication, 

our two amazing counselors, Ms. 

Lozano and Mrs. Mathis met with 

many of the seniors on their caseloads 

to update them on their academic 

plans and support them in completion 

of the FAFSA.  Presently, the 

counselors have helped over 45%

IMPORTANT DATES
Dec. 21st - Q2 Progress Reports Mailed 

Jan.  2-5th - Art Inter-session 

Jan. 8th  -  1st day  of Instruction, 2nd 

Semester 

Jan. 11th & 12th - Intake meetings 

with counselors for new students and 

parents. 

Jan.  15  - Martin Luther King Day (No 

School) 

Feb. 16 & 19 - Lincoln's 

Day/Presidents' Day (No School) 

March 16 - Quarter 3 Ends. 

Be KIND online!

 of the seniors and will easily exceed

last years 53% FAFSA completion rate. 

(that's over 60 applications completed!) 

This is great news, because more

students are realizing the power of

education and the need to be a life-

long learner.   

The  academic plans have really made

a difference for students.  They know

exactly how many credits they need to

earn each month, which classes to

take, and what they need to do to

reach their goals.
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Peer Connectors

Students at MSJ act as "Peer Connectors"  
to support students that may be struggling 
with academics or assimilating into the 
social environment at school. At right, our 
peer connectors are working with other 
students during our November meet and 
greet. Peer connectors led discussions 
about goal planning, being disciplined, and 
putting forth a good effort.  They continued 
to check in with students during the 
semester.

ATTENDANCE IS UP!

All staff members contact parents as soon as 

a student misses a few classes.  The effort 

our  staff members put forth to keep in 

touch with parents regarding their 

children's' attendance and progress has 

increased the attendance rate.  At right, 

Principal, Mr. Hendra receives an 

attendance award from the PSUSD district 

office.  Parents  receive automated calls 

when a student is marked absent, but a 

person calling makes all the difference.


